The " Arabic " Incident

ment of the United States will continue to contend for that
freedom from whatever quarter it is violated, without compro-
mise and at any cost. It invites the practical co-operation of
the fcnperial German Government at this time, when co-opera-
tion may accomplish most, and this great common object can
be most strikingly and effectively achieved. The Imperial
German Government expresses the hope that this object may
in some measure be accomplished even before the present war
ends. It can be.
" The Government of the United States not only feels obliged
to insist upon it, by whomsoever it is violated or ignored, in
the protection of its own citizens, but it is also deeply interested
in seeing it made practicable between the belligerents themselves.
It holds itself ready at any time to act as a common friend
who may be privileged to suggest a way."
It seemed possible to reach some sort of agreement on the
basis of the above request from America that we should co-
operate in endeavouring to restore the freedom of the seas j
but there remained the question of finding a formula which
should serve as a basis for the settlement of the Lusitctnia question,
and prevent any repetition of such incidents.
I was aware that there were two political counter-currents
in Berlin ; the one party desiring at all costs to prevent war
with the United States, the other preferring to risk war for the
sake of continuing the submarine campaign. I was clearly
bound to co-operate with the first named, as I was convinced
that America's participation in the war would certainly result
in our eventual defeat; this view was, I knew, that of Von
Jagow, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whose opinion on
this point was identical with mine. Up till January 3ist, 1917,
however, I could never ascertain which of these two views was
the accepted one in Berlin, although, of course, I always hoped
that the party of common sense would eventually prevail, nor
was I able to discover what degree of success, if any, Meyer
Gerhardt, who had been sent to represent my views to the
authorities in Berlin, or Dr* Dernburg, who was working for
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